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four years, and devoted himself to remodelling die school
system on his estates. He devised a system of school
work, dividing the school into seven classes, each class to
occupy a year, from the age of ten to that of seventeen.
In the first three years his own books, the ' Vestibulum,'
the 'Janua/ and the * Atrium/ were to be read The
next four classes were to study, respectively, fhilosophica^
logica, politico,, and theologica^ or theosophica. The first
three classes were to learn "common *bbjecfcs, and Latin,
writing, arithmetic, geometry and music, games and
gymnastics; the fourth class was to learn Greek and
Church music, and to begin dramatic representations; the
fifth class logic and metaphysics, and so on. His complete
works on education under the title of ' Opera Didactica'
were published in 1657. He died on November 15,1671.
It is an evidence of the neglect with which educational
speculation has been treated, that the best works of this
powerful and systematic thinker have been so little read.
Let us attempt to ascertain from his own great treatise
on education what his principles of education were.1
The end of man, Comenius says, is to attajn eternal
happiness in and with God. Tin's life is only a prepara-
tion for eternity. The life of man is threefold—vegetative,
animal, and intellectual. The last alone is real. Man
has by nature the impulse to improve the qualities with
which he is endowed, so that he may grow in virtue and
piety. But this end can only be attained by education.
It is the duty and the object of the school to help a man
to compass this, for men are moulded more easily in
their youth. Education in the school should be common
to all, and the same for both sexes. The three graces of
the soul are perception, will, and memory, or conscience.
1 In what follows I have attempted, with the help of Vogel, a
short abstract of the Didactica Magna.

